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Executive Summary

The Campus Natural Areas (CNA) are a unique, undeveloped portion of the UW-Madison campus
enjoyed by a broad spectrum of the community. The current system of trails is largely unplanned and
unmaintained, however, resulting in the degradation of several areas and in destructive impacts on the
CNA as a whole. A standardized trail system, as outlined below, could dramatically improve the
professional upkeep of the trails and better guide and educate those who use the CNA. This document
creates an organizational trail classification system and provides an initial list of concerns that must be
addressed before proceeding with a master system plan. Recommendations for work projects and a
more detailed section on specific trail standards follow. These are intended to offer guidelines that will
create a cohesive, well-managed, and accessible CNA system.

Purpose: Goals for establishing and maintaining a trail system

A well-maintained trail system is necessary for the CNA to function adequately as a
recreation resource for the greater university community. At present, the trail system is a
confusing network. In addition to sections that were designed for current use-patterns, the
system includes paths and roads originally laid out to connect destinations that no longer
exist as well as trails created by use rather than by design. In addition, severe erosion and
blowdowns significantly affect use patterns and increase the environmental impact of the
trails on the surrounding area, including research sites and Lake Mendota. Signage is
uneven. Some portions of the system are well identified, such as the Howard Temin
Lakeshore Path. Other parts of the system are un-marked. The proposed use and
standards outlined in this document would provide the foundation for implementing a user-
friendly, low-impact, well-maintained trail system. The primary goals of this system are to:

 Ensure safety

* Reduce impact

* Correct immediate problems

* Guide future maintenance efforts

* Increase natural, research, and aesthetic values

Proposed Classification System: Suggested organization of the trail system

The following classification system is an attempt to recognize the diversity of uses that take place in
the CNA. Not all uses are appropriate for all areas. It is important to balance what people expect and
need with what is ecologically sound for each particular unit of the CNA. Some modifications should
be made to the current use patterns. These are reflected in the classification scheme below. The
organization proposed here outlines three principal types of trails, as well as atypical sections of the
CNA that require special attention:

* MULTIPLE USE — major routes designed for pedestrians, runners, bikers, and service vehicle
access. Generally conforms to strictest ADA standards. Includes paved service roads,
Lakeshore Path, and Picnic Point spine.

* PRIMARY - paths conforming to ADA standards, but not intended for bikes or service vehicles.






