February 21, 2002

John Wiley, Chancellor
Chancellors Office

161 Bascom Hall
Campus

Dear Chancellor Wiley:

The Campus Natural Areas Committee (CNAC) has concluded its deliberations on the
user and boundary requests from Biocore, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences and
the Eagle Heights Garden interests. A summary of our deliberations is attached.
Included with this summary is the Campus Natural Areas mission statement and use
policies. I have also included a draft of the master planning process we will begin this
spring. Ibelieve that both may provide some insight as to the decisions that we have and
will continue to make.

For your quick reading, the CNAC passed the following motion on December 10, 2001:

“approve FP&M Land Use Option #1 as presented (and attached), with the
addition of 0.5 acres in the University Houses’ garden plot area; that a
transition period of 2 growing seasons (CALS occupies in 2004) be
established for the Eagle Heights Community Gardens (EHCG) plots
where CALS plots will be located; that a transition period of 5 growing
seasons (through 2006) be established for the remaining reduced area of
EHCG plots (peninsula); and that the exact area for UW-Grounds will be
determined in the future by this committee.”

On January 28 the Committee agreed that the day-to-day governance and administration
of the gardens does not belong with the CNAC. However, it does need to be kept aware
of actions taken within the gardens that may impact the Campus Natural Areas.

Although, the recommended solution is not one preferred by all involved parties, I
believe it is workable and that it provides some unique opportunities for CALS, Biocore,
EHCG, and the CNAC to work together on a wide variety of learning opportunities. As



we proceed with our master planning activities, the Committee will continue to engage
each of these groups to this end.

Sincerely,

John A. Harrington
Chair, Campus Natural Areas Committee

Enclosures

xc: Bruce Braun
John Harrod



Campus Natural Areas Committee Chair’s Report to the Chancellor February 21,
2002

The Campus Natural Areas Committee has completed its deliberations for several user
requests and boundary issues, particularly those of the College of Agricultural and Life
Sciences (CALS) and the Eagle Heights Community Gardens (EHCG). To put the
Committee’s decisions in context I have divided this report into three sections: Mission
and Policies; Boundaries and User Requests; and Master Planning Process.

1. Mission and Policies

The mission responds to the charge in your letter of September 5, 2000. In that letter you
charged us "to ensure the integrity of these cherished campus resources through the
provision of necessary and appropriate oversight, policies, guidelines, stewardship, and
management.” The Committee relied on work conducted by the Campus Natural Areas
(CNA) Planning Task Force under the leadership of Professor Robert Ray. Three
members of the current CNAC were on that committee. Its work was helpful in guiding
the CNAC in the development of the mission statement and policies below:

Mission

The Campus Natural Areas (CNA) are a place where the campus community can
experience the aesthetic and intellectual benefits of nature. They provide
biologically significant areas of natural plant and animal communities for
teaching, research, outreach, and environmentally sensitive use. The CNA are as
essential an element of the university as its lecture halls, laboratories, and playing
fields. They contribute a strong sense of place to the UW campus as a whole and
foster a mutually beneficial relationship between humans and the rest of nature.

The Campus Natural Areas Committee (CNAC) ensures the integrity of the CNA
through the provision of necessary and appropriate oversight, policies, guidelines,
stewardship, and management in order to protect and pass on these natural
communities to future generations.

Policies ‘

Policies concerning teaching and research in the CNA are summarized below.
Policies concerning recreational uses of the CNA will be addressed during the
master planning process.

1. The preservation and restoration of natural plant and animal communities in
conjunction with UW instruction and research is the primary management
objective for most of the Campus Natural Areas.

2. Teaching and research projects, including master planning, management, and
restoration activities, that study and restore natural communities have the
highest priority in the CNA. Preference is given to campus — affiliated
organizations whose purpose includes thoughtful and constructive relation to
natural landscapes.






